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In September 2008, AGC was 
awarded a contract by Saipem to 
supply Offshore Manning for the 
pipelay and installation of the Blacktip 
Wellhead Platform and Jacket, located 
approximately 245km south west 
of Darwin in the Bonaparte Basin, 
Australia at a water depth of 50m.

Saipem was awarded the EPIC 
contract for the Blacktip Development 
Project which included the installation 
and pre-commissioning of the 
wellhead platform and the 108km 
export pipeline system. Saipem’s 
installation vessel Castoro Otto was 

utilised for the marine activities.

AGC’s scope of work included 
supply of management and offshore 
manning for the pipelay and 
installation of the Wellhead Platform 
and Jacket on Saipem’s vessel Castoro 
Otto.

After sail away of the Castoro Otto, 
AGC’s contract was extended to 
include manning for the hook-up and 
pre-commissioning activities on the 
Ocean Shields (drilling rig).

Other services performed included 
welder qualifications, HSE training 

and provision of accommodation in 
Darwin and logistics.

The project was completed on 16 
September 2009.

Blacktip Development Project 
Offshore Manning

Project Key Facts
Operator Eni Australia B.V.

Client Saipem

Location 
Bonaparte Gulf, offshore Northern 
Territory, Australia

Value 
AUD 59 million (2008)

Contract Period 
September 2008 - September 2009

Hours/Safety Statistics 
376,233 manhours, LTIFR: 0.0
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